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Training Workshop on
Seedling Production and Planting Techniques of Teak

Thanh Hoa Province (23-24 November) and
Son La Province (7-8 December 2019), Vietnam

Participants of the training workshop in Thanh Hoa Province

Background

Vietnam is one among the five Mekong countries implementing ITTO Teak Project entitled
“Enhancing Conservation and Sustainable Management of Teak Forests and Legal and Sustainable
Wood Supply Chains in the Greater Mekong Sub-region” (PP-A/54-331) with financial support of
the Government of Germany and executed by the International Tropical Timber Organisation, Japan,
and the project is coordinated by the Faculty of Forestry, Kasetsart University, Thailand. The project
is aimed to demonstrate the legal and sustainable supply chains with the engagement of local
communities, smallholders and government actors in Greater Mekong Sub-region including Vietnam.
Teak was introduced in Vietnam since 1950s. This exotic species has been well adapted in many
eco-region across Vietnam. Teak was planted widely in Son La province in 1990s by some projects
which supports households in planting trees for livelihood improvement and reforestation. The
existing plantation is about 1,650 ha. From 2015, farmers started thinning or harvesting, with an
amount of about 1,000 m3/year. Middlemen buy plantations or thinning to sell to small sawmills
(family scale) to produce furniture and floorboard for local use. The price of timber at sawmill gate is
about 400 USD/m? for diameter <30 cm and 600 USD/m? for diameter (80 cm. Although the
length of rotation is about 3 times of acacia, the total turnover is still 2 times higher than acacia.


http://www.teaknet.org

Some households replanted teak, some change to plant fruit trees.
Teak plantation has not provided enough materials wood for
production. Teak is mainly imported to Vietnam but in small
quantities. Imported teak wood are mainly produced for high-
value wood carpentry. However, the area of teak plantation in the
country is still limited due to lack of technical knowledge as well
as poor seedling resources.

Within the framework of the project, during 23-24 November and
7-8 December 2019, Silviculture Research Institute (SRI),
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