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Promoting legal and sustainable value
chains important for sustainable trade of
teakwood beyond COVID-19 pandemic,
says Dr. MA Hwan-ok, Senior Project
Manager, ITTO  Japan while delivering a
talk in the Teaknet Webinar held on 24
Nov.2020. The COVID-19 badly affected
the medium and long- term tropical timber
production, consumption and trade. It is
anticipated that the recovery process may
take longer time than expected.

Speaking at the 7% of the series of Teaknet
webinar organised by the International
Teak Information Network- India, Dr. Ma
touched upon the trends of the interna-
tional tropical timber trade flows (both
timber logs and sawnwood) and policies,
various timber certification and legality
initiatives, a short review of the global teak
study and the ITTO supported project on

Legal and sustainable teakwood supply
chains in the greater Mekong-region.

In the global impact of COVID-19
pandemic, Is wood be part of the
solution in future? Yes, Teak can
become a bridge between the green
recovery process on account of its
carbon benefits, versatility, reuse capability
and aesthetics, and for a sustainable
future. The various international trade
policies and regulations such as US Lacey
Act, EU Timber regulations, the recent
Chinese Forest Law Amendment 2019 etc
was elaborated in the lecture. Many forest
investment companies and public sectors in
many countries follow the two int’l certifica-
tion schemes: Forest Stewardship Council
(FSC) and Programme for the Endorsement
of Forest Certification (PEFC), the two
voluntary tool for promoting SFM and trade.
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